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HE following pathetic, and moving ex- 
hortations, were, as carefully as poſſible, 


taken down in characters, as they flow'd from 


the lips of the preacher to large and crowded 
audiences ; at which were preſent numbers of 
different perſuaſions: many of whom have re- 
queſted copies of the tranſcript; and others 
have deſired, in the ſtrongeſt terms, that they 
might be made ſtill more public, by means of 
the preſs. | 


THe writer is deſirous of obliging many, 


without offence to any individual.----The ma- 


nuſcript hath been read and approved of, by 
numbers of ſu perior judgment, who were pre- 
ſent; and who have join'd in this opinion, 

En from 


FS. * 


from their being publiſh'd, good may proceed 
to the well diſpoſed; nor can any kind of 


iv ) 


harm be foreſeen to accrue from hence. 


And it is probable that the hes th which 
ſome have conceived againſt the faith and prin- 
ciples of the Quakers, (as a people ſeparated 
from the eſtabliſh'd church,) may be removed, 


from a diſpaſſionate peruſal of theſe diſcourſes, - 


which is a reaſon, of itſelf ſufficient, for their 
being made public. | 


Tx writer is not conſcious of having miſ- 
taken the author's ſenſe : And if to the memory 
of any who were then preſent, there ſhould oc- 
cur any variations from his immediate expreſſi- 
ons, the editor is aſſured there can be but few, 


and thoſe not of moment; he having to the 
readieſt expedition, joined the moſt perfect at- 


tention, tho' in a crowded congregation (where 


he could have no other reſt, or ſupport, than 
the hand or the knee.) 
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InDzED! the lively force and Heart- felt 
energy with which the ſubſequent exhor- 
tations were delivered, muſt remain from that 
time wanting: nor is it material to offer, that 
it is not in the power of the moſt faithful tran- 
ſcriber, to convey that enforcing part to his 
readers. The texts, i. e. chapter and verſe, 
have been ſince added, in order to illuſtrate the 
work, and render it (if poſſible l) more pleaſ- . 
ing. 
Tas editor hath likewiſe taken down (by 
deſire) two other Sermons, from the ſame 
preacher ; the ſubject of the firſt taken from the 
prayer of Agur, Prov. xxx. 7, 8, and g. the 
other from Cant. iv. and 12, and at the cloſe 
of each, a Prayer; but thoſe will continue in 
manuſcript unleſs a public edition of them 
be encouraged. | 


As the miniſter hath been repeatedly ſoli- 
cited, but in vain, to conſent to the preſent 
publication ; the reader muſt not wonder 


that his name is not publiſhed, 
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The following Sermon was delivered, on Sunday morning 
the 17th day of May, 1767, at the * of the 
yearly meeting, at the N in Briſtol. 


* Art thou in health; my brother ? 


= T ket d mind to adopt the language or 
ſalutation of Joab to Amaſa; but with ſentiments 


t 1. different, far different, from thoſe which actuated 


the treachery of Joab; even thoſe of true and ten- 
der affection, and with a mind repleniſhed with that charity, 
which wiſheth well to all. 


Art thou in health ; my brother ? 


I covLD wiſh, with all poſſible ſolicitude, to lead every 
mind preſent, into the moſt careful enquiry, in reſpect to their 
ſpiritual ſtate of health; and to their immediate relation, and 


affinity, to that ſupreme almighty Being, who is the juſt and aw- 


ful judge of quick and dead. I fear it hath proceeded from 
too anxious a ſolicitude for the health of your bodies, and 
proſperity of your temporal concerns,. that too many of you 


have too frequently, and in a manner totally, neglected the 


great concern of your immortal fouls ; which is indeed the 


one Wer needful. 


'Trnoss 
® 2 Sam. XX. 9. | 
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Tu osE temporal concerns, I ſay, which are of a trifling 
periſhing r ture, have, I fear! interrupted and taken off from 
this principal concern : your anxiety and application towards 


the attainment of the treaſures and the enjoyment of the plea- 
ſures of the world, have occaſioned too great a neglect of your 


religious duty. 


THe conveniences of life are, by no means, a contemptible 
concern, where they are bounded with temperance, and con- 
fin'd within their proper channel : but as there is a part in us 
of infinitely greater, of no leſs than eternal moment; it alſo | 
requires an attention proportionable to its proper worth; for 
what are temporal concerns, when compared with the important 


one of eternity ! ! 


* 


Tu Rate of the body is ſubject to divers maladies; and 
when we have done our utmoſt to preſerve it, we ſhall find in 
the end (and how ſoon that may be none knows) that it is of 


| neceſlity ſubject to the ſtroke of death, and to the incloſure of 


the grave. 


I nave therefore thought it by no means an improper en- 
quiry for each individual to make, and deeply ponder, What 
is thy ſtate, or how is it with thee, O my ſoul ! who art capa- 
ble of partaking of immortal joys, and deſtin'd to triumph 
over death and the grave? When this earthly tabernacle ſhall be 
diſſolv d, thy appointment and deſtination, if in proper ſound- 


| neſs for it, ſhall be made perfect with the whole family of Gon, 


and be no longer ſubje& to the diſeaſes, pains, trials and af- 
flictions of this life, but ſhare the things which are of Gov, 
* With the general aſſembly and church of the firſt-born, whoſe 
names are written in Heaven. | | 
As 


„Hieb. xii. 23 


C0 1] 

As this is of the moſt infinite importance to the ſons of men, 
I have thought it my particular duty, upon the preſent occa- 
ſion, to put you in mind of the neceſſary enquiry into the ſtate 
of your ſpiritual health ; the condition of your immortal ſouls : 
being very apprehenſive that all of you, my brethren, are not 
in perfect health, who have outwardly the appearance of health; 
but that, on the contrary, many are in a dangerous ſtate of di- 
ſeaſe and ſtupefaction; have only preſerved a lethargic frame, 
and are tottering upon the brink of deſtruction. 


17 Hrs enquiry into the preſent ſtate of experience, and of ad- 


vancement in the work of falvation, hath branched itſelf out 


in my view, and divided into ſeveral claſſes, thoſe who are 
now within the audience of my voice. And, in the firſt place, 
I intreat the attention of you, the elders, amongſt whom our 
Lokp, as amongſt ſo many ſhepherds, hath divided his flock ; 
over whom you are appointed to watch, and to teach them to 
perſevere in the path which leadeth to eternal life 


You have experienced the power of religion: you have + 
put on the armour of light ; and ought to ſtand as guardian an- 
gels, and to call as the angel called, ſaying, + Come up hither, 
and I will ſhew thee the bride, the lamb's wife. 


Are you in bealth, my brethren ?----Are you in health, my 
ſiſters ?---- Are you in health, my fellow labourers in the Loxp? 


Are you in a lively active ſtate in the cauſe of religion? in 


the cauſe of virtue and temperance ? in the power of the goſ- 
pel, as it is in CHRIST? 


1s thoſe that have been called with an high and holy calling, 
B as 


+ Rom. xiii, 12.—f Rev. xxi. 9. 
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as delegated ſhepherds under the one great ſhepherd, walk up- 
rightly in his fear and to his glory; then the ſheep will with 


them be more likely to be gained upon to follow the great 


ſhepherd ; they will then have a frequent deſire, a longing ap- 
petite after the divine Manna, which cometh down from Gop 


out of Heaven: for every life hath its food and its proper nu- 
triment ; and a ſoul panting after Heaven can be ſatisfied with 


nothing ſhort of the food from Heaven. 


In the next place, I addreſs you, my brethren in the work it 
of the miniſtry, reminding you of its divine inſtitution, all that 


have enter'd rightly into it“ being called of God, as was Aaron. 


Ir is written, + he maketh his angels ſpirits, and bis miniſters 


a flame of fire; and tho? the term angels be generally underſtood 


of the glorified ſpirits in Heaven; yet, as it ſignifies meſſengers, 
it here ſeems to be applicable to thoſe whom the Moſt High 
prepares and ſends forth, to excite and enliven his militant 
church on earth.—Are you in health, my brethren ?—lIt is 
the divine will that you be fed with: celeſtial food ; not with 


the unlawful things of the world, nor with the unlawful love 
of its lawful things; but that you become as angels, and lite 


his miniſtering ſpirits, as a flame of fire. He will make you, 
if with due conſtancy ye adhere to, and attend on him, a 
ſacred and fixed flame of love, and of light never to be extin- 
guiſhed : your care, and pains, and labour here will be but 
a moment, your reward will be a crown of life everlaſting. The 


bread that you eat, and the water that you drink, and of 


which ye miniſter their due ſhare to others, will be daily 
ſpringing up in you unto everlaſting life! The divine Manna 
and the daily — will be continued. Reſt in hope, 


look | 


2 Heb. v. — Plate CIV. 4. 
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look for the coming of your LoR D. Labour in the diſ- 
charge of your duty. 


InvzzD it hath ſometimes happened that ſome of the mi- 
niſters of Cyr1sT, * ſtewards of the myſtery of God, have not 
been found faithful to what he required. Be ever mindful of 
the neceſſity of putting on and wearing the ſpiritual robes, pre- 
figured by thoſe of Aaron: the holy girdle about the loins 
the breaſt-plate, with the Urim and Thummim ; the Bell and the 
Pomegranate. Some indeed have had the Bel! ſending forth an 


empty unavailing ſound, but have wanted the Pomegranate, 


the ſoul-enlivening fruit of the _ ſpirit of CHRIST, our 
everlaſting high prieſt. 


But I bope better things of you, beloved in C un IST, and 


things that accompany ſalvation. I am ſure we have need, with 


the utmoſt diligence, application, and care, to keep the loins 
of our minds girded about : we had need to ſtand upon the 
watch: we have great need to maintain the utmoſt ſteadineſs: 


for if we, who ſtand in the fore front, ſhould fall, we fall not 


alone : if we ſlide from the path of truth, who amongſt us 
will be able to ſtand! 


Wr ought to be endued with the ſpirit of wiſdom, of judg- 


ment, and with ſound minds; which he hath promiſed to them 


that aſk this bleſſing from him, and hath made good his promiſe. 


Are you in health, my brethren? are you ſtrongly attached 
to the promotion' and exaltation of that glorious cauſe which 


you have embarked in? have each of you a ſhare in and a pro- 


** care of the Lok p's work | ? do you watch over the flock 
attending 


wy Cor. IV. I, 2. 


TW OG we 
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T ought to remain ever diffident of my own care, and to watch 
of the recovery and ering of the laſt * of 1 houſe | 


< Lord! ſpare thy people and bleſs thine herritage.” I am 


Know what is meant by the angels being ſpirits, and how to 


continue in a ſingle ſtate. 


of inward virtue, and of ability to live to Gop, as becometh 
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attending on your 1 under the reit tiphetd, and with 
the tenderneſs of mae love ſeeking to a that which was 


I erxeeLY confi m Hi hte, that I mn not in Aer 
perfect health and ſound mind; labouring as T ought in the 
work of the Logo. As it is a tafk of the utmoſt importance, 


daily in the diſcharge of a truſt ſo great and important as that 


er 
— 


of Tjrael. 


T ux proſtration of the ſoul before the Gov and Father of 
mercies, in a cauſe of ſuch infinite concern, is a continual duty, 
which can ſcarce ever be ſufficiently diſcharged, The ſecret 
cry of my ſoul has, after this manner, frequently ariſen, 


fully perſuaded, my friends, were all the minifters and elders 
more bleſſed with ſound health, the minds of the flock would 
be more fill'd with brotherly kindneſs, and more and more ap- 
proach to that ſtate which I have mentioned; they would 


underſtand his miniſters being a flame of fire. 

I COME now to another claſs, whom I mean to addreſs un- 
der the title of thoſe within the audience of my voice, who 
| Are you in health; my as ot are you poſſeſt 


his ſaints, and which alone will lead you to eternal life: do you ; 
aſpire after theſe, with an unabated zeal ? 


/ 


Yov 
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Tou muſt not expect always to reſt ſatisfied with the good 
things of this life. The day may come when you will loath 

the abundance of your temporal poſſeſſions: you will then be 
concerned that you have ſo indulgently * dwelt in cieled houſes, 
and have let the houſe of God lie waſte. Then you would be 
glad to have exchanged the fading pleaſures of life for the ſub- 
ſtantial joys of eternity. | 


REecoLLECT yourſelves in the ſpring time of life; conſider 
early the importance of this exchange, while you have it in 
your power to make it. Look up to an object more glorious 
than the preſent world can afford you, even to the joys of that 
eternal inheritance, which the children of the firſt-born, the innu- 
merable company of happy ſpirits, the general aſſembly of juſt men 
already made perfect, are repleniſt'd with, Pleaſures unſpeak- 
able! that exiſt forevermore |! . 

Art thou in health; my brotber?— my dear brethren, are ye 
fervently engaged in labouring, neceſſary labouring, for the 
promotion of the cauſe of Gop upon earth? | 


O vx parents and heads of families, who are placed as dele- 
gated ſhepherds over them; timely beware, leſt the blood of 
er n. or of any part of your charge, fall on your 

heads: (if through your miſconduct they become corrupted, 
and their ſouls periſh.) Know that inquiſition for blood will 
haſten from the ſupreme ju hath divided the claſſes of 
mankind ; and, as it were, ſe ed from the reſt thoſe who 
are parents, and have children :----his call i is to theſe, < Go 
.< work in my vineyard,” 
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Tus precious gifts which he hath given, as pledges of his 
love, are to. be led and inſtruted by them with a proper 


authority. 


Ir che parents experimentally felt the advantages of ſpi- 
ritual health in themſelves, then would they be concerned 
that the tender minds of their children ſnould be pro- 
perly cultivated with the knowledge of the Lox b, and a fear- 
ful apprehenſion of tranſgreſſing his ſupreme commands. They 
would teach them to look further than mere temporal acqui- 
ſitions; even to Gop their Creator. They would bring them 
up in the nurture and fear of the Lox p; in order that their 
minds might be fill'd from the ſtore-houſe and magazine of 
boundleſs good, and early enrich'd with the joys of Gop's ſal- 


vation: and this would naturally diffuſe the greateſt ſatisfaction 
to the parents themſelves, to ſee their children become the de- 


light and ornaments of human nature, and fitted for a glori- 


ous change ! the company of Angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect. The ties of nature, and the ſtronger ties of 


gratitude to him who gave the bleſſing, call aloud for teaching 
the tender minds of your children, to walk in the ſafe and de- 


lightful paths of virtue. With what ſatisfaction and compo- 
ſure of mind will ſuch parents be enabled to anſwer the great 


 Gop, upon his awful examination to this purpoſe; ** What 


have you done with thoſe tender ſheep which I committed to 
<* your care in the wilderneſs ? have you trained them up in 
< ſafety ?”----How will ſuch garents be ſupported by a conſci- 
ouſneſs of having done the duty, in that ſolemn. hour! 


They then may truly ſay, J have done my utmoſt within my 


** contracted ſphere, within the narrow precincts of my allot- 
ment in 18 to fill up my Rated — of ” Then the ſupreme 
i ON judge 


„ 


judge will ſet at his right hand ſuch parents) and they mall be 
united to him in glory. | | 


AND I beſeech you parents, elders, miniſters, (and I include 
myſelf) let us all ſay Amen, to this folemn care in our reſpec- 
tive families; let us all diſcharge our ſeveral duties as men, 
hoping for the coming of our LoR D; who then will ſay unto 
us, Well done, good and faithful ſervants,” even in the 
hour when he ſhall come with terrors to make inquiſition for 
blood thro? the various ranks, whether miniſters, elders, heads 
of families, even throughout the various claſſes of mankind. . 


IIS all parents and heads of families would continually 
walk, hand in hand with their children and families, in the 
path which leadeth to life eternal ; daily watching over, and 
improving their riſing judgments, with the wiſdom which com- 
eth from above; inſtructing and encouraging them in the con- 
templation of divine things! perſuading them to believe, as 
the truth is, that the things of this world are all uncertain, and 
fading away; that they have everlaſting manſions erected for 
them in the city of their GoD; where (if they fall not ſhort, 
or turn not aſide) they will enjoy the company of ſaints and an- 


gels for ever more. 3 
Are you in health; my brethren and ſiſters ? 


Exzrcise yourſelves in this your preſent ſtate, differently 
from thoſe, whoſe faculties are bounded within the narrow li- 
mits of this world ; cultivate, continually cultivate, the minds 
of your offspring: endeavouring to raiſe in them a proper com- 
prehenſion of the dignity of their natures, and to fix in them 
early a ſteady belief of their immortality ; which is of the utmoſt 


importance to all ! Tux 


EF. 


THE ; heafes of thoſe a are mal, wha bre in a 1 
attachment to the pride of life, who are contaminated with the 
love of the world, wherein their chief happineſs appears to be 
placed: how can ſuch point out the way to the city of Goo? 
how can they ſay to their children, Let us retreat from the 
« world, from this ſcene of corruption; let us withdraw from 
e the cares, the ſolicitudes of life: let us aſcend to our ap- 
pointed home: let us contemplate the joys of eternity: let 
“nothing n us from that bleſſed brei [os 7 
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How can parents thus addreſs their children, when they 
have, perhaps, for a long courſe of years, ceaſed to conſider 
the awful importance of the ſubject ; and their own minds con- 
tinue fixed, and tied down to the fading enjoyments of life! 

| that the folly and vanity, of the ſuperfluous pleaſures of 
the world ſhould fo entirely engage and engroſs the attention 
of any one immortal individual, as to take up almoſt every 
moment of their cen time! 


Hencs, ſometimes, parents, inſtead of infiruing the 
minds of their children, have ſo totally corrupted their own, 
that they have laid obſtructions in the way to the immortal 
happineſs of their offspring, and, when their children have for 
a time trod in the ways of religion and virtue, they have been 
ſo extremely corrupt themſelyes, as to oppoſe them in their 
paſſage ; to obſtruct them, with violence, in their way to glo- 
ry; and thereby aggravated their own guilt beyond expreſſion: 

alas]! what will their puniſhment prove, when, convicted of fo 
great a neglect and violation of their duty? when he that is the 
judge of quick and dead ſhall appear in judgment, to render 
to every man according to his works] May all parents, who 


E 
are negligent in the diſcharge of their duties, lay it ſeriouſly to 
heart. | 


In the mean time, may you, my brethren and ſiſters in a 
ſpiritual relation, continue in a ſtate of lively active health 
labouring in the ſure ground of hope; that, wh: the great 
ſhepherd bimpelf ſhall appear, you may alſo appear with him in 
glory. If you ſo perſiſt, I cannot but yet hope, that your 
ſtedfaſt continuance will prove the means of ſpreading ſpi- 
ritual health, in an eminent degree. For as, on . he onethand, 
minds infected and vitiated with the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of 
the eye, or the pride of life, are very apt to ſpread the contagi- 
on to all that are round about them : ſo, on the other hand, 
ſuch as are reſtored by CHRIS, to a ſtate of ſpiritual health, 
and by him ſteadily preſerved in it, often become inftrumental 
in his hand, to diffuſe that bleſſing; from whence, healthy 
parents have been frequently obſerved to have healthy children. 


IAM convinced that the LoRD is at work amongſt the riſing 
generation; many of whom ſtand convicted in their own minds, 
of the want of ſpiritual health; and are imploring the mercy 
of the Gop of their ſalvation. 


In order to your attaining it, let me call upon you again, 
the preſent riſing generation ; whoſe ſtations in life may be 
likely to have ſome little continuance ; be ever ſtedfaſt in the 
performance of your religious duties, that you may become 
heirs of the kingdom ; and have your portion, with the chil- 
dren of Gop. | | 


IT ſeems to me of the greateſt importance, in relation to 
the various affairs of life, to form aright the minds of youth; 
C and 
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and therefore, I once more entreat every parent preſent, that 


you watch over, and carefully nouriſh every ſeed of virtue 


ſpringing up in the minds of your children, for the ſake of 


their, and of your own, temporal welfare; as well as for the 
hope and aſſurance of both their, and your own, eternal mr: 
pineſs. | \ 


Arp here, let me claſs every ſingle individual; as — 
ſingle individual is poſting on his way to an eternal ſtate of ex- 


iſtence and that they may be guided by infinite wiſdom, 1s 0 


my earneſt deſire; and be at laſt received into glory! welcom'd 
thither by their dear Redeemer ! 


ein bis head uno am; eden 2 


ther. He hath preſerved many from the pollutions that too 


frequently reign in the world; and hath mercifully induced 
ſome to look early into the law of liberty, into the counſel of 


his will, who thereby learn the TO which . to their 
Peace. 17 


Ari thou in health; my. WW Au thou not only called from 


a ſtate of darkneſs, into bis marvelous light ; but, obedient to the 
call, enter'd upon the road to eternal glory? Art thou in 


health; * fellow pilgrim? 


A SENSE of the want. of that food which. cunier gives, is 
at leaſt a ſymptom of life. 


I BELIEVE it may be ſaid concerning ſome among you, as 
was ſaid formerly to CHRIST; Lord, he whom thou loveſt is fick. 
The decay of health in many, has been owing to foul feeding; 


to their daily feeding upon the ſpirit, maxims and manners of 


q =: * 


the world, upon exterior appearances, upon comparative 
righteouſneſs, upon a compariſon of their preſent, with their 
former ſtate; whoſe minds are relaxed with the love and ſpirit 
of vanity. Some have relaxed into evil, and are now become 
too much unacquainted with God and his law; which, to ho- 
lineſs, and to tbat only, annexes happineſs. Many of theſe 
might have gone on from one degree of ſtrength to another ; 
had they not too much regarded the things of time, and fed 
too greedily upon the temptations and pleaſures of this life; 
not enough conſidering, that the diſeaſes and diſorders of the 
mind thus fed, muſt certainly at laſt bring death, even the 
death, tho? not diſſolution, of the ſoul. They might have been 
cCloathed, if not with a perfect heart, yet with a certain degree 
of ſtrength; and been more and more advanced on their way 
to the regions of bliſs. | 


I BESEECH you, continue in your love to the goſpel of 
. Cunri1sT : that, day after day, you may feed on the holy ſa- 
crifice, and on that eternal fruit with which he nouriſhes the 
ſoul that hungers and tbirſts after righteouſneſs. And, I cannot 
help, while I am ſpeaking, preſſing you in a more immediate 
manner, if poſſible, that, not relying on your own wiſdom, 
and your own ſtrength, but in a full dependence and lean- 
ing upon the breaſt of the beloved Jzsvus, you all, patiently, 
with a holy ſoundneſs, proceed in the highway to the city of 
God; that you may be crown'd at laſt with glory, honour, and 
immortality! 


I Find in me (at leaſt) one qualification of a goſpel miniſter; 
even that of a ſtrong and ardent love, which wiſheth well to 
all mankind: and in particular that you who are preſent, may 
enjoy ſuch a ſtate of perfect health, as I have been at this time 

C2 enforcing 


of whoſe inha- 


ion: may it ſpread through 


every claſs; may you all increaſe in the ſtability of righteouſ- 
that glori 
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itan 


enforcing to your ſerious 
neſs, through this life; and may it 
eternity, into 
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ts, can fay, « Lam ſick.” | 


{| 


N. 


— 


-— — — — — Pon poet ” 
PPP ²˙¹1d a a rr NCR 


FL 
err 
(3 r ome pe - 


* 


1 Pc OP III A 


— 


— Re 7 _ 633 Pi 
4 — — „ >> 46% — , ww, — — ny — TY * L — 
—— — ee 4c — —̃ — ——— i Ur” X: — = : 


— 


—— Cad 
— — 2 — 


3 ans” "a 


——ũ— — 


—— 


2 
eee e ee 
——A—A—[—ümum— 2 —— —— —ẽ 


N. B. The writer could not be preſent in the morning, nor 

at the immediate beginning of this diſcourſe; but was aſ= 

fared, by many preſent, that the preacher had n 
but a little way. 


he ſubje& taken from the —_ of the unjuſt ſteward, viz. 


this queſtion, 


Hou iP 2 thou unto my Lord # 


MAY 19, in the afternoon, 
XAVING in the morning enlarged on our debts 
or obligations to Gop, for the abundant variety 
& of temporal bleſſings received from him in truſt,” 
for the good of others, Sc. he proceeded thus: 


＋ If ue are beſides ourſelves, it is uito' Cod: If ui are ſober, 
it is for your ſakes. If, with the ſtrength of love, and a zealous 


fervency of mind, we labour i in and for the church, and for 
| the 


® Luke xvi. 5.—1 2 Cor. V. 13. 
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( 22 ) 
the good of thoſe to MAGN we are ſent; if riſing early and ly- 
ing down late; if being willing to ſpend and to be ſpent, diſ- 
intereſtedly, without any lucrative motive, or receiving any ' 
thing, but mere food, from thoſe amongſt whom we labour; if 
miniſtring to our own wants, and to the wants of others, carry 
any kind of evidence to the conſiderate and prudent mind, of 
a diſintereſted _ IONS we have, ſo ſhes a valid claim 
to it, | 


1 Xe BW: . . * mn 
2 * 
GT _ A— rv wet as CLE OO ate a 
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r preach not Ht but Givi 2 the Lord, 8 aur- 
ſelves your ſervants for bis ſake. 


| If we are beſides ourſelves, it is 5 unto God. If we are ſober, it 
i for your ſakes. Having known the terrors of the Lord for ſin; 
having experienced a gradual progreſſion from the pit of pol- 

; lution, from the mire and clay ; having, in ſome meaſure, taſt- 
ed of the good word of life, and of the powers of the world to come, 
we apprehend we have authority, more than any human laws 
or ordination of men can give us, to tell to others, what Gop 
hath done for our ſouls. I may proceed yet further with truth 
and ſincerity, having the ſanction of him, who is the ſearcher 
of hearts; + for the love of Chriſt conftraineth us. The founda- 


tion of the goſpel miniſtry is this conſtraining love of CazisT. D 


Wr enter not into the miniſterial office, with any applica- 
tion of this ſort, viz, | Put me (I pray thee) into one of the 
prieft*s offices, that I may eat a piece of bread. We think higher 
of the goſpel miniſtry ; ſo that no temporary emolument can = 
poſſibly be an adequate inducement to us, to enter upon it; 
for, the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us. We ſpeak with rever- 
ence and a feeling heart; and we believe the Chriſtian religi- 
5 


® 2 Cor. iv. 5.— 2 Cor. V. 14.—1 1 Sam. ii. 36. 


1 3 


on will never flouriſh, in its full perfection and excellency, till 


their being thus conſtrain'd, becomes the caſe of all that take 


the name of Gop in their mouths in a public manner. The 


love of Chriſt conſtraineth us; becauſe we thus judge that if one 
died for all, then were all dead. And that he died for all, that 


they which live, ſhould not henceforth live to themſelves, but to him 
| that died for them and roſe again. 


Tr1s expreſſion ſeems to me, if properly conſider'd, to 


caſt no inconſiderable light upon the propriety of that query 


applied to us, viz. How much oweſt thou unto my Lord ? which I 


cannot yet relinquiſh; though ſome may think I dwell upon 


it too long. The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe if one died 
for all, then were all dead. I look upon this as a fundamental 
part of the Chriſtian faith ; and that life and immortality have 


been brought to light by the goſpel. We were all dead: we have 


all partaken of guilt : we have all been in a ſtate of eſtrange- 


ment from the covenant of Gop: we have all become, more 


or leſs, + am to the commonwealth of * 


In this ſtate of death the voice of Gop hath been ſignally 


extended unto mankind. I have ſometimes conſider'd with 
great attention, his declaration, 4 O] death, Twill be thy plagues; 


and it hath made a deep impreſſion upon my mind. This de- 
claration of the moſt high Gop, hath been amply verified in 
the experience of all, who have been quickened into a life of 
piety. Chriſt hath been the reſurrection and the life to all ſuch. 


"Tho? death hath come upon all, we are not all included under 


death; fo as to be left without the quickening vivifying pow- 
er, that is offer d to raiſe the 0660s life. 


Taz 


® 2 Cor. v. 14.— Epheſ. ii. 12,-j Hof, xiii, 14. 


T* 1 


| The dead have heard the voice of the Son of God ! 1 | 
1 been raiſed again to life. I cannot think but it has been 


che experience of divers, within the audience of my voice, 


who know the certainty of this important truth, tho others 
may reflect upon me, as being beſide myſelf; yet, if fo, I 
may ſay with the apoſtle, it is unto God. But I would gladly 
ſpeak intelligibly to the ſoul that is on its way to the regions of 
immortality ; for if we are ſober, it is for your ſakes. I would 
aſk whether a ſecret ſomething hath not often viſited your ſouls, 
an unſpeakable ſomething, often ſecretly and immediately at- 
tended, that hath engaged you to ſend up heavenly and earneſt : 


ings, after ( op? when we are told that * the whole creation 
groaneth together in bondage until now, we have no doubt of its 


being relative and applicable to the preſent times, or ſuch times 


of longing after Gon, to be delivered by him. + The Lord 


from heaven is the quickning ſpirit. An expreſſion of want, from 


areal ſenſe of it, is an evidence of life; or being raiſed by him, 
from a ſtate of death. We have not been left in a dead ſtate; 
this prediction hath been verified, O! death, I will be thy 
plagues. He hath brought the firſt evidence of life, which is a 
ſenſe of want. The ſpiritually dead, have receiv'd it; and it 
hath been of his pure mercy, that he hath followed us from 
time to time; hath met us, as it were, in a narrow place, with 
inſtructions and reproofs, and ſecretly raiſed up in us the hidden 
life of his own divine wiſdom ; he hath cauſed the animating. 
and warming beams of the ſun of righteouſneſs to break forth. 
And, yet more, the word which called Lazarus out of the grave, 
hath already, in a good degree, rais'd ſome of us to life, even 
life eternal! hence Þ death is ſwallowed up in victory | 


Arp 


| John v. 25.— Rom. viii, 21, 22. 1 Cor. xv. 45 and 47.—t 1 Cor. xv. 54. 
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AnD therefore the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe be 
| bath proved © the plagues of our death.” He not only died, but 
the immediate manifeſtation of his quickening ſpirit hath led 
captivity” captive, that we, by him, _—_ en. over the 
united powers of darkneſs. | 


Wi follow not formally; but we 1 in, and. ace con- 
veel fully convinced, of the doctrines of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, the incarnation, glory, life, death, mighty miracles, 
and various circumſtances, relative to the holy life of Jzsus, 
9 as in the volume of the book it is written; and can, in an aw- 
- ful and reverent ſenſe, commemorate thoſe vaſt and moſt! inte- 


WI admire, with THU. hearts and minds, the.awful tranſ- 
actions of that time, when ſweat, like drops of blood, ran 
from the face of the holy JE SuS] when, being in an agony, 
he pray d more earneſtly! when he was betray'd, his ſacred 
head crown'd with thorns ! his face ſpit upon ! he was moſt 
| ignominiouſly treated, and F as @ ſoeep before ber ow 16 

dumb, he complained not! 


We deten him, in his agonies on Coy Mount, 6181 r- 
ing himſelf as a ſacrifice for the ſins of the whole world; that 
be might purify us, by the ſhedding of his precious blood! 
more precious than the blood of goats and lambs; or any other that 
was ſhed under the law. We believe in his amazing mercy, 

in offering himſelf there ; when, loaden with the immenſe 
weight of the ſins of mankind, and the immediate ſenſe of the 
father's preſence withdrawn, he was left to ſuffer alone; under 
this extreme preſſure crying out, Eloi, Eloi, lama Sabattham! 


was crucified! dead! and buried. 
HERR 


D | 
.0 Ifai. liu. 7.— Pſal. xi. 7. 
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Hanx pauſe a lictls, ta eee e e 
dorable theme! acknowledge, O man ! that unbounded grati- 
tude, which is ever due from thee : 01 my ſoul, e 
thou oweſt unto thy W | 


I «now tres trade as diſbelieving the truths 
of the Chriſtian religion. However, I call the divine record, 


the Saviovk of the world, that was offer'd a ſacrifice without 
the gate of Jeruſalem, to witneſs for my belief, that he was 
ſent from God, to do the father's will: and I do, without con- 
ttoverſy, believe that he was * God manifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified - 
in the ſpirit, believed on in the world, and received up into glory. 
We do not at all doubt that + God was in Chriſt reconciling the 
world unto himſelf. + That Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſom for all, 
to be teſtified in due time; || that with his ſtripes we are healed. 


By virtue of that holy ſacrifice the remiſſion of fins is gain- 
ed; the awakening power of that ſentence which is due to fin 
is felt in a ſtate of alienation from God; and as we believe, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead; ſo, we believe that 
he who was crucified, dead, and buried, likewiſe triumph'd 
over the grave, and now fitteth at the right hand of God, in a 
glorified body, to make interceſſion for man, in order that he 
might effectually purchaſe, and redeem to himſelf, a people to 
the praiſe of his name; and diffuſe, throughout his univerſal - 
empire, a ſimilarity of opinion and nature, ON RENE 
W 


I AM no Arian, far from it: ! believe in the clear empha- 
tic teſtimonies laid down in holy writ, that Cyr 1sT was more 
1 Tim iii, 16,--+ 2 Cor. v. 19.—t 1 Tim. ii. 6.—| Iſai. iii. 5. 
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than a prophet. I repeat my belief, that he ſuffered, died, 
aſcended, and is now come * the ſecond time, without fin, to ſal- 
vation; in order to reconcile the world to himſelf. I know 
many are willing to admit that he died for all, as all were in 
a ſtate of death; and that, by the imputation of his righteouſ- 
neſs, all are juſtified in the fight of Gop. Whereas I think 
it more juſt to proceed in the language of the holy inſpired 
apoſtle; that bey which live, ſbould not benceforth live to them- 
ſelves; but to him who died for them, and roſe again; that there 
may be an effectual redemption, a thorough change; not the 
imputation of righteouſneſs, without works ; but a real ſubſtantial 
righteouſneſs in the heart and life; which may operate upon, and 
regulate the mind and will, and lead us to a conformity to his 
divine nature : not a righteouſneſs imputed to us from what 
CarisT did and ſuffered without us; but a righteouſneſs 
raiſed by him within us; thro our ſurrendering ourſelves to 
his government, and yielding entire ſubmiſſion to his heart- 
cleanſing, refining power. - 


Howevex this doctrine may reliſh with ſome, I am con- 
vinced he died for all, that all ſhould be ſaved ; that, through 
him, we might be juſtified in the ſight of Gop ; that we might 
put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all bis divine affections. 


+ The whole creation of God groaneth together, I to be cloatbed 
upon with a houſe from heaven; not an imaginary houſe, and an 
imaginary righteouſneſs; but, to be cloathed upon with the 
grace of compleat ſalvation; to put on the, Loa D JESsusS 
CunrsT; having firſt put off the old man, with all his works, 
and with all his corrupt wiſdom, or knowledge; which puffeth 
up, inſtead of that charity which edifieth. 

| D2 | crit 
Heb. ix. 28.— 1 Rom. viii. 22.—f 2 Cor. v. 72. 
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Cbriſ i made unto us wot om Righteoufueſ, ior 
and 1 


Ix remembering therefore that he died for us, let us conſi- 
der what follows: that henceforth, we ſhould not live to ourſelves. 
I am crucified with Chriſt, ſays one of the apoſtles, as a private 
N and it ſhould, or ought to be the language in ruth 

individual, thro? all ſucceeding ages. Nevertheleſs, 
T live; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me. He is become my 
righteouſneſs; not by imputation only but he actually liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live, is by the faith of the 
Son of Gop. I think I may now fay, + let us preſs forward 
toward the mark of the prize of the high calling of God. Let us 
be crucified with CHRIST, 5 eteieh to the n and the world 


4% us. 


O! ur nh for ſuch Tra * in the his of "ou 
univerſal love, which reacheth forth to the whole human race, 
which floweth from him who hath thus wrought for me, and 
brought life and immortality to light in my ſoul. Is any one of 
you deſirous of being inform'd, Bo much oweft thou unto my 
Lord ?----lay hold on his offers of redemption ; live in his fear, 
in eee with him, in communion with the church of the firſt 

born, whoſe names are written in heaven : ſo will you far better | 
know _ any one on earth can ever inform you. 


aku the üg bg lich of your own winds you 
are not formꝰd to live merely to yourſelves, merely within the 
contracted bounds of human privileges, in the narrow limits 
of mortality. Conſider the dignity of your bern yur are 


_ for the moſt 3 — 
— IEAR- 


Gal. ii. 20.—1 Phil. Mi. 14. 2 0 


IEARN EST with the ang nave lay theſe things 
ſeriouſly to heart, and often meditate upon them, as one for- 

rly did; who thus expreſſes himſelf, * while I was muſing 
the fire . My heart was hot within me; then ſpake I with 
my tongue, Lord! make me to know my end, and the. meaſure of 

my days, what it is, that I may know how frail I am.----That 
45 would contemplate the great deſign of providence; with 
regard to their immortality, which would leſſen their eſteem 
of the unſubſtantial joys of time, and engage them to purſue 
thoſe which are unſpeakable and full of glory for ever. While I 
was muſing the fire burned. | 


ConTINUE this ts this ſtate of meditation; prize 
the invitations of the ſpirit of CHR 1s r, mercifully extended 
to your immortal ſpirits; and let your minds mount up- 
wards: remember your pious predeceſſors, now perhaps in 
glory; and their connections in the world of ſpirits : likewiſe 
put this queſtion to yourſelves, upon every ſerious occaſion, 
How much oweft thou unto my Lord? 


I am fully convinced were the Chriſtian world in general 
to leave out exterior ceremonies, and enter more into this in- 
ward meditation, their minds would . be more largely replen- 
iſhed with divine fruits; and thoſe who are entering as it were 
upon the wilderneſs of this world, would then partake of the 
advantage. O! that we might all live in the beauty of ho- 

lineſs! | 


_ My heart was hot within me; then ſpake I with my tongue. 
—A neceſſary preparation for a preacher | Abel's offering, 
| on 


- 


Pal. xxxix. 3» 4 
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( 30 ) 


on account of ſuch a r was more + acceptable to God 
than his br ot ber 5. | 


ben ſpake I with my tongue.—--O | riſing generation, what 
you ſpeak with your tongues, let it be from the ſame good 
ſource of hearts divinely prepared; ſince on the other hand 
for every idle word that men ſpeak, they muſt give an account 
in the day of judgment. As you often ſpeak with your tongues, 
fervently deſire that the ſacred faculties of the mind may be 
fitted for divine meditations, and the tongue to publiſh for 
the honour of Gon and benefit of others, what you have been 
taught by him: ſo will you never admit or utter any thing con- 
trary to the divinity of CR 187 Jesvs your Logo. 


Lord, let vediow mine and 7 0 chat this ſound may dwell 
upon your minds, who are the hope of the next generation ! 
upon whom the weighty truſt and care of the cauſe of Gop 
muſt, in a little time, neceſſarily devolve; that you may come 
to the knowledge of the meaſure of your days. I think, without 
violence to the text, you may learn from it that you are deſtin- 


ed for immortality : but the love of worldly things is too apt 


to engage the attention of that immortal part, the ſoul ; which 
occaſions, to many, the want of their knowing the great and 

glorious end for which they were form'd, à little lower than the 
angels, and intended to be crown'd with glory and bonour. 


Lord! tet me know my end and the meaſure of my days ! 


1 TREMBLE methinks upon the brink of eternity! and fo, 
with a little proper reflection, you might ſay all; the aged, the 
middle aged, and the youth. The end of all things is at 
hand: — ana. anc and 

a long 7 


6 
{4 , 
Þ 
1 | < 3 T ) 


a long proſperity of worldly poſſeſſions ; ſuffer me to beſeech 
nth cadres immortal ſouls. 


What do I owe to my God? — What do I not owe bim? 
He hath ſnatch'd me as a brand out of the fire; and I would 
not, the” "0 gain the workl, tread pads... in the 1 


folly 


I KNOW it by experience, and therefore I would . perfuade 
you, not to turn aſide from the Gop of yaur ſalvation ; but to 
acknowledge the infinite debt you owe him, and to pay him 
daily with obedience, er and praiſe. 


Ovx fins have been great, and our tranſgreſſions never could 

have been obliterated, had not CHRIST done it for us; let us 
therefore no longer dwell upon the rock of preſumption withSatay, 
who hath been a lyar from the beginning; but let us rather de- 
ſcend into the valley of humility and peace, and ſettle accounts with 
the Gop of our lives, from whom I had ſtray'd to that degree 
that my life became a burden to me, and I have wiſh'd that I 
had never been born; but Cnntsr, who was a friend to publi- 
cans and ſinners, is now become the rock of my ſalvation ! he hath 
cauſed me to truſt in him, and to ſeek the Lo RD my Gov. 
The debt I owe is infinite, I deſire ever to acknowledge it with 
all poſſible gratitude; and to do my utmoſt towards the dif- 
charge of it, while I have my being. | 


Ir Foe is a ſoul within the audience of my voice which 
(upon this awful query) How much oweſt thou unto my Lord? 
is ready to apprehend, that it owes too much ever to hope for 
a diſcharge, or freedom from the heavy load of debt it has con- 


tracted; I have a little to fay to ſuch, even from my own ex- 
| - perience: 
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perience: thy tranſgreſſions do not exceed the bounds of his 
mercy; he ſtill careth for thee, with an inexpreſſible father- 
ly care and tenderneſs. Even when his afflictions are upon 
thee, they are intended for thy good. The bruiſed reed be will 
not break, the ſmoaking flax he will not quench. The more any 
of you ſee your real ſtate, the more you remember the favours 
you have received, and feel the burthen of your injuſtice and 


ingratitude; the more readily will he meet the F diſpo- 


ſition of -your minds. 


* HAVE no manner of doubt but he, whoſe work is ſalva- 
tion, who came into the world purely and purpoſely to ſave fin- 
ners, will carry on his own work, and, as you wholly reſign 
yourſelves to his forming hand, will purify your hearts, re- 


concile you to the Father, and make you everlaſting inſtances 


and monuments of his infinite mercy. Lift up therefore thy 
head in hope, whoever art in this humbled penitent ſtate ; 
for thy ſalvation draws nigh. Thou oweſt abundance to thy 
Loxp; and: there is an abundance which thou canſt never 
pay: but there is the good Samaritan, ever ready to do for 
thee, as for him, who going from Feruſalem to Fericho, fell 
among robbers; by whom he was wounded ; and to ſay, take 
care of him, and I will pay. There is a glorious ſound from 
the great and good friend of publicans and /inners; he is ready 
to ſay to thee who art in this penitent ſtate before him, Take 
thy bill and write down fifty. He will“ blot out thy fins as a 
* and thy tranſgreſſions as a thick cloud. 1 | 


I CANNOT but rojpemiber with renew'd feeling, and warm 
emotion of heart, the day that anxiety (in the view of my con- 
dition) ſeized me; and how his mercy relieved me from it. 


(as) 1 


He made my ſoul feel his compaſſion, and in the depth of 
gratitude thankfully to adore him. And hence I often feel a 
tenderneſs of mind toward thoſe who are weary of vanity, and 
heavy laden with a ſenſe of their manifold tranſgreſſions. I 
| beſeech ſuch, by the mercy of God, that they would fly to 
him in their anguiſh of mind ; for it is he, and he alone that 

can ſpeak peace to the ſinner : tho? your unrighteouſneſs may 


be great, it is not in any degree of proportios, to his infinite 


mercy! Again, ſuch among you to whom I have ſpoke, who 
delight to dwell in the path of temptation, wherein you have 
too long continued ; I warn you to conſider, that you are in 
the road to deſtruction. | 


_- TI wovLD not give up, like Eſau, * my b:rth-right to ſeek 

a place of repentance wvith tears, and nat find it. O my ſoul! for 
ever acknowledge how much thou oweſt unto thy Lox D! Let 
none ſay he hath bleſſed me variouſly, and in ſome future 


<« time I will awake my ſoul to gratitude. I have now ſome- 


< thing elſe to do; like him who, when an apoſtle + rea/oned of 


righteouſneſs, temperance and judgment to come, replied go thy way 


for this time; when I have a convenient ſeaſon I will call for thee. 


Tux like diſpoſition continues to prevail in too many; and 
this ſeems to be the language of their hearts, Go thy way 
4 this time; call upon me when I have lived to myſelf, and 
<« anſwered my own purpoſes a little longer: viſit me at ſome 
« diſtant time hence.” Oh! rather to-day, while it is called 
to-day.—Harden not thy heart : do not defer thy repentance a 
moment; thou knoweſt not what a moment may produce. Con- 
ſider thy repeated tranſgreſſions; thy multiplied offences againſt 
God: heap not up wrath againſt the day of wrath : ſwell not 
| E | the 
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the dreadful account. Thou haſt hitherto trampled upon the 
goodneſs and the mercies of the Gop that made thee; venture 


not on preſumption and delay. Time is uncertain: Immor- 


tality is at hand. 


I BzsEEtCH you therefore my friends at the preſent time, 
that you will lay to heart the neceſſity of your making up this 
great account: delay it not to the decline of life. Many are 
on the brink of the grave! reflect upon your extreme danger 
think not of crowding the account of your repentance into 
your laſt hour of life! Yeu will find it extremely difficult to 
labour under the infirmities of the body, upon a death-bed, 
without a reaſonable ground of hope : all the offers of mercy 
having been long continued, and often repeated; yet by you 
as long lighted, and as often rejected; what then will diſ- 
charge you from that dreadful account ! I wiſh it may never 
be the caſe of any within the audience of my voice. Let us 
all immediately ponder, rightly conſider, and ſeriouſly improve 


this conſideration, How much dweſt thou unto my Lord? 


APRAYER pon May the 19th, which concluded 
the afternoon ſervice of that day, at the Fryer's Meet- 


ing. 


KEEX1TH unſpeakable reverence we preſume to ap- 
oo * W 1 proach thy preſence, O Father ! who art in heaven: 

XX EX and, with the voice of thankſgiving and _ pratle, 
to offer the tribute, that 1 is due to Thee alone q 


In a commemoration of thy mercy, thy infinite mercy ! 
we are awfully bowed before thee, as at thy ſacred foot-ſtool ; 
in the deepeſt reverence and thankfulneſs, for the ſtretching 
forth * of the rod and the flaff, which thou haſt been pleaſed to 
| bleſs, as the means of our furtherance in the way of life and 


ſalvation. 


Trovcn humbled in duſt, in the ſenſe: of our unworthi- 
neſs, we are, nevertheleſs, encouraged to breathe unto Thee; 
to make mention of thy name, with joy of heart: we adore 
that goodneſs, which hath put it into our hearts to ſeek, ſerve 
and fear Thee; and to turn to the place where + prayer is wont 


to be made. 


Tn ov haſt loved us before we loved Thee: thy love, O 
| E 2 LoRp! 


* Pal, xxiii. 4.—f Ades xvi. 13. 
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Lond ! hath not been after the manner of men: Thou haſt 
called us, when we were enemies; and haſt reconciled tranſ- 
greflors to thyſelf. Thou haſt followed us in the day of our 
revolting ; and, when we were ſtraying in the wilderneſs, as a 
moſt gracious and tender ſhepherd Thou didſt lay thy hand 
on us, not only with judgment, but with mercy; and has 
brought us home again unto thy flock, and thy fold, and for- 
given us our multiplied tranſgreſſions. 


Ou deviations from thy holy * have not been puniſh- 
ed with inexorable juſtice; but thy conduct toward us has 
been cloathed with unſpeakable compaſſion. O! Thou ever- 
laſting ſhepherd, and biſhop of our ſouls ! who haſt looked 
upon us, when weltering as in our blood, and by thy divine 
power has healed us. Thou, that art the phyſician of our 
ſouls, haſt cared for us, when the prieſt and the levite paſt us 
by.----When caſt out and ſurrounded with the woes of unut- 
terable diſtreſs : when thick clouds covered us, — Thou, in 
thy abundant love * bowed the heavens and came down to our 
help, and all the darkneſs was put under thy Feet ! Thou haſt 
made the clouds thy chariot, and walked upon the wings of 
wind, for our deliverance ; when our iniquities, like floods, 
_ roſe high, and appeared unto us like to ſwallow us up in 
everlaſting confuſion! O! adorable condeſcenſion ! We have 
no language to expreſs thy mercy, and the boundleſs obliga- 
tions we lie under to thy Majeſty ! who haſt thus, in the 
times of unſpeakable anxiety, vouchſafed to appear for us : 
and even when we have wandered from the counſel of thy 
will, and trod in the path of the wicked, + Thou ſenteſt forth 
thy light and thy truth, and didft lead us back to thy holy hill ! 


We - 


Pal. xvii. 9.—f Pal. xliii. 3. 
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Wr acknowledge all theſe bleſſings to thy praiſe, O! ſhep- 


herd of Iſrael! who ſeepeſt not » 4 nor ſlumbereſt by 
nig bi. 


To Thee we owe all our faculties, and all that is within us; 
and let them all, we pray Thee, be conſecrated to thy honour: 
we beſeech that all our ſteps may be directed to Thee; and 
more and more to thy ſervice. For, Father of infinite kind- 
neſs ! it hath pleaſed Thee to rank us among thy children 
to make our dwelling with thy light, our habitation with the 
lifting up of the ſmiles of thy countenance, and to remove every 
obſtacle to a perfect communion with Thee: the power is in 
thy hands; ſanctify us thoroughly to this end; write the in- 
ſcription of holy and heavenly characters upon our hearts; 
and, Oh! grant that we may ſtill be preſerved, through every 
trial and probation, to a peaceable admiſſion into thy kingdom. 


BL or out all our tranſgreſſions ! forgive us freely, for thy 
dear Son's ſake! remember us in the midſt of thy mercy ! de- 
liver us, we pray Thee, as Thou haſt graciouſly hitherto done, 
like a tender Father. 


SAN we may never forget thy counſel; ſooner cut the 
thread of our lives, and number us to the ſilent grave 


May we follow Thee, with our whole hearts, ſubmit to 
the patient reſignation of our all, for thy dear ſervice ; and 
keep us to a happy concluſion in thy favour ! it is all we aſk, 
and beg at thy hand: with regard to outward circumſtances, 
thy will be done! we have no other ſupplication to offer. 


_ PRESERVE us, as in the hollow of thy hand ; that from a 
| militant 


Tg: 
militant ſtate bete we may paſs to a PRES one, in thy 
everlaſting kingdom 


O Loxp! have mercy on thy people, and thy children, 


when they ſpread their hands towards thy holy habitation. 


Cloath them with the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication. Excite 


them to fly to Thee, their only rock and refuge; and to thy 
name, that is an impregnable defence ; where the righteous, 
in all ages, have ever found _ 


1 thoſe who are far off, and remain unacquainted 


with thy name. We pray Thee, let the ſame merey ſpread to 
tbem, which Thou haſt ſhewed unto us. Let the diffuſion of 
thy ſpiritual bleſſings, in and through thy dear Son, flow a- 
mong them, that they may ſeek Thee; that a holy anxiety of 
mind may take place, in order to a reſt in the day of trouble; 


and that when the various trials and troubles of time are over, 


they having, through thy abundant goodneſs and ſure ſupport, 
fought the good fight, and kept the faith, may be received by 
Thee, and be crown'd with glory and W in thy 
eveniaſang e 


on Thou that art fairer than the ſons of men! grace flows 
from thy lips; Thou beholdeſt us when tempted, and ſpeaks 


to our ſtates with all the language of tenderneſs. Father of 
mercy! grant that innumerable multitudes may reſort to thy 


temple, that ſacred houſe, which thou haſt erected to thy ho- 


nour and ſervice. - May the poor, the ſick, the maimed, the 


blind, and the naked, inſpired by Fhee with holy confidence, ' 


look towards Sion; and be cloathed by Thee, with the wed- 
ding garment; with the righteouſneſs of their dear Saviour ! 
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T nus, gracious Gop! we are i encouraged to ſup- 


Plicate thy name, on the behalf of the church militant, where- 
ever ſcattered; that it may flouriſh in peace and ſtability; 


that, not only in part, but in the whole luſtre of meridian bright- 
neſs and ſplendor, they may commemorate thy glory | | 


Ix an humble ſenſe of thy mercy and goodneſs to the work- 
manſhip of thy hands, we thank Thee, that Thou haſt been 
pleaſed ſo abundantly to manifeſt >; a kindneſs and fa- 
vour, in and amongſt us. 


WX | proſtrate ee before the throne of thy Majeſty and 


grace! we would offer to Thee an humble, grateful ſacrifice 
of thankſgiving and praiſe, dominion, and every excellent at- 


tribute! for we know that we have nothing but from thy 
bounty, who art the rock of our ſalvation 


To Thee, Father of infinite mercy! for the multitude of 
thy mercies, in JES us CHRIST our LoRDI— To Thee, 
the author of every bleſſing ! with the Son of thy boſom; our 
Loxp and Saviour JESUS CRHRIS, the Lamb immaculate 


thro? the eternal ſpirit, be all praiſe aſcribed, now, henceforth, 
and forevermore. Amen. 
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